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The excellent index, compiled by Dr. C. M. Ottley, is full, and reference to the subject matter
in the text is thus expedited.
The Dictionary would be rendered still more valuable by the addition of a few diagrams; the
lack of these is especially noticeable in the article on fractures. A fuller reference in the form of
foot-notes to the authorities quoted would be an addition appreciated by those readers who desire
to consult the original papers.
In conclusion, we congratulate Dr. Allison and Mr. Calvert, and their collaborators in maintaining
the high traditions established in the past by the Dictionary of Treatment, and in preserving the
associations of this work with the Belfast Medical School, an association which has endured for
almost half a century.
THE PHARMACOLOGY AND THERAPEUTIICS OF THE MATERIA
MEDICA. Fifteenth Edition. By Walter J. Dilling, M.B., Professor of
Pharmacology and Therapeutics, Liverpool University. Price 10s. 6d. net.
Pp. 600. Cassell & Co., Ltd. 1939.
THIS book, which in former editions was known as "Materia Medica and Therapeutics," has
now reached the fifteenth edition, and its title has been changed in order to emphasise the increasing
importance of pharmacology. The book has been well produced, and the subject matter is well
arranged, concise, and up to date. A brief account of such recent work as the uses of mandelic
acid salts, zinc protamine insulin, benzedrine, prostigmine, ovarian hormones, vitamin B, etc.,
is now included. It would have increased the usefulness of the book to the general practitioner
if, when proprietary drugs are mentiond, the B.P., B.P.C., or ordinary equivalent name had been
indicated, or at any rate some indication given that such drugs are proprietary.
The practitioner will find this handy-sized volume useful not only for refreshing his memory
on general descriptions of drugs, but also for its valuable section on general therapeutics and
pharmacology.
The book can be thoroughly recommended to the medical student also, as one of the best
textbooks on the subject.
STUDENTS' HANDBOOK OF SURGICAL OPERATIONS. By Sir Frederick
Treves. Revised by Cecil P. G. Wakeley, D.Sc., F.R.C.S. Sixth Edition. 1939.
London: Cassell & Co., Ltd. Pp. 563. Figs. 246. 12s. 6d. net.
THERE are two factors which tend to make any book of this kind a source of abhorrence to' the
student. The first of these is that the student must try to acquire, its data without having either
the time or opportunities to see its dictates practised; secondly, at this stage of his career the
student's knowledge of anatomy is minimal. These two factors render operative surgery a far
more nauseous subject to assimilate than its companion clinical surgery. But Mr. Wakeley has
overcome both of these difficulties, and has made an interesting and readable book.
At first sight it is alarming in the wide field of surgery it covers. However, more familiar
procedures are found to be treated with the same meticulous care that characterises the whole
book. In this respect the author has gone too far, in that he describes the position af assistants
and the direction of various incisions to suit himself; a right-handed worker. Various workers
would modify these directions to their own comfort; the left-handed man must reverse them.
The anatomical descriptions are short and exact. If they could be improved in any way it
would be towards more purely anatomical diagrams. The diagrams are for the most part excellent,
but in some instances a certain amount of cross-reference has to be conducted in following
the text.
The student going up for his "final" will find this book admirably suited to his requirements.
He must not expect it to be a "grind" in operative surgery; it contains all that the student
requires, and will stimulate his interest in a field of work in which there is more scope for study
after qualification.
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